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Trinity is not contrary to reason, but beyond it. (b) A God who
would be fully understood by our finite intelligences would be un-
worthy to be called God. (c) If the Christian doctrine of God and
Jesus Christ were something invented by men irrespective of the
data of Scripture, it could, of course, be formulated so as to give
no offense to Jehovah’s Witnesses. But, as C. S. Lewis pungently
puts it, “We can’t compete, in simplicity, with people who are in-
venting religions. How could we? We're dealing with Fact. Of
course anyone can be simple if he has no facts to bother about!” *
(d) When speaking of the unity of the Triune God,* it is necessary
to revise, or rather to expand, our idea of the nature of unity. As
Leonard Hodgson suggestively pointed out in his Croall Lectures,
people ordinarily assume that the only kind of unity is that which
is involved in a mathematical criterion, “where one is one and three
is three, and what is one is not three and what are three are not one.
But we have long been acquainted with unities which are not so
simple. There is, for example, aesthetic unity, the unity of a work
of art. And there is organic unity, the unity of a living creature.
In both of these the unity is far from being simple.” * An organism
unifies various constitutive elements in a single life, and the higher
the organism, the more complex is its unity. The creature which
most nearly approximates to the ideal of arithmetical unity is the
unicellular amoeba; but who would compare God to an amoebal
In the organic unity of a single man there is a trinity of feeling, will-
ing, and thinking. In such an organic type “the degree of unity,”
Hodgson reminds us, “is to be measured by a scale of intensity of
unifying power; if the elements in the Godhead are Persons in the
full sense of the word, then the unity of the Godhead must exceed
in intensity the lesser unity known on earth. All existent earthly
unities are imperfect analogies of the divine.” *

VII. ConcLusioN

It will doubtless be in order to conclude this brief consideration
of certain deficiencies and errors of the teaching of the Jehovah's

34 O, cit, p. 15,
85 Tﬁ: evidence of the Scrirmres. part of which is given above, has been expressed with
classic succinctness in the familiar statement of the Westminster Confession of Faith: “In the
unity of the Godhead there be three persons of one substance, power, and eternity; God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost™ (chap. 11, sect. iii).

88 Leonard Hodgson, The Doctrine of the Trinity (London, 1943), p. 90.

8 Ibid., p. 10.
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Witnesses with several suggestions as to the most effective ways of
reclaiming members of established, orthodox Churches who have
been led astray.

1. In some cases it may have happened that a Christian believer
was eager to take part in serious Bible study. Not finding in the
local church an opportunity to satisfy this spiritual hunger, he may
have supposed that the meetings of the Jehovah's Witnesses would
supply this lJack. The obvious remedy is to organize a serious and
thorough Bible study group, which shall make the Scriptures the
object of patient search for God's will and purpose instead of an
arsenal of proof-texts to support the system of teaching popularized
by Judge Rutherford.

2. In personal work among Jehovah’s Witnesses attention should
be concentrated on the doctrines which are central to the Christian
faith. It may often happen that the Jehovah's Witness will seek to
divert the discussion from what is central to something that is periph-
eral. Quite deliberately and firmly a decision should be sought on
the basis of the clear teaching of Scripture regarding the chief doc-
trines of the Christian faith.

3. The whole approach should be that the Bible, properly under-
stood, and the historic Christian faith offer far more than does the
distorted and aberrant teaching of Pastor Russell and his followers.
To be specific, the Christian knows Jehovah as God and Father
through his Son, Jesus Christ, who is truly God and truly man. The
Christian can experience a vital union with the Deity, for being “in
Christ” he has access to the Father. Furthermore, he has the joyous
confidence that his divine Lord’s mediatorial work is sufficient to
save for all eternity not only 144,000, but a great multitude which
no man can number. The emphasis, therefore, should be that of
inviting the Jehovah's Witnesses to enter into the larger inheritance
of life and knowledge and assurance which the historic Christian
faith provides.

Copies of this article in pamphlet form may be secured from The
Theological Book Agency, Princeton, N. J., at fifteen cents each, or
eight copies for one dollar.
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